BIOL 1407

Fungal Diversity Assignment
Fungi and Amphibians
Go here: 


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/11/AR2006011102121.html
(or Google "extinction of frog species" Washington post)

1.
Discuss the environmental problem thought to be responsible for the worldwide 


extinction of many amphibian species.
2.
Describe the disease that seems to be responsible for decline and extinction of 


many amphibians.  Include the specific type of organism.
3.
Explain the links between the disease-causing organism and the global 


environmental problems.

4.
Out of the 110 amphibian species in Central and South America, what 


percentage has gone extinct since the 1980s?

_______________%
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Further Explorations 
Tom Volk's Fungus of the Month Pages
Dr. Tom Volk has a large, famous fungus website.  Go to his June 2005 “Fungus of the Month” column at:



http://botit.botany.wisc.edu/toms_fungi/jun2005.html
1.
Explain why the fruiting bodies seen on this page called “fairy cups” (or “faery 


cups” if you use the British spelling)?

2.
The fungi on this page belong to which phylum?

3.  
Discuss the dispersal of spores of scarlet pixie cups.

4.
Discuss the relationships of cup fungi and other organisms.

5.
Discuss the relationship between forest fires and certain cup fungi.

Next, we are going to go to a very different topic on Dr. Tom Volk’s web page.  Go to his November 2004 “Fungus of the Month” column at:

http://botit.botany.wisc.edu/toms_fungi/nov2004.html
6.
What is a mold?  Discuss the taxonomic problems associated with 


deuteromycetes, especially the molds.

7.
Explain how Trichoderma is able to break down wood 
and other fungi.

8.
How are stone-washed jeans made?  

Death Cap Mushrooms
Go to:

http://americanmushrooms.com/deathcap.htm
1.  
Identify the four causes for serious mushroom poisoning.

2.
What weight of the Death Cap delivers a lethal dose of amatoxin?
3.
Explain why North American cases of Death Cap poisoning involve mainly 

people from Southeast Asia.
4.
Explain how amatoxins affect the human body.  In particular, discuss the 
serious consequences that occur to a person's body if a diagnosis of amatoxin 

poisoning is delayed.















